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MEDIA RELEASE

January 12, 1988

UM PICKS FIRST EXCHANGE FELLOWS
MISSOULA —
As a result of agreements negotiated last summer, three
University of Montana professors will spend next academic year as
exchange fellows in Japanese or Chinese universities.
Geography Professor Evan Denney will go to Shanghai
International Studies University in Shanghai, People's Republic
of China; management Professor Richard Dailey to Toyo University
in Tokyo; and Randy Weirather, associate professor of
communications sciences and disorders, to Kumamoto University in
Kumamoto, Japan.
A five-member faculty committee based its selection of the
three fellows on the quality of their exchange proposals, their
professional qualifications and the academic benefits likely for
UM upon their return.

Other criteria included their

adaptability to a different cultural environment and the
likelihood of their representing UM abroad with distinction.
In naming the exchange fellows, Peter Koehn, UM's director
of international programs, said "It's quite a feather in the cap
of the University of Montana.

It's not every university that can

send faculty to China and Japan."
And, Koehn predicts, "These exchange opportunities will have
m ore
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a. positive effect on faculty morale and. professional development
at U M . M

He credits the presence of the Mansfield Center on

campus for helping land the a g r e e m e n t s , negotiated by UM
President James Koch and Mansfield Center Director Paul Lauren.
Three exchange fellows from Shanghai,

Toyo and Kumamoto

universities will join UM's faculty next year but w o n ’t
necessarily replace, by department,

those UM will have sent.

Denney, who specializes in and teaches the geography of
China here,

said he'll teach courses at Shanghai on U.S. and

Pacific Northwest geography,
geography.

economic geography and human

Besides teaching, h e ’ll research agricultural changes

over the past 60 years in Tung Chiao,
agricultural geography studies,

a village often cited in

and will travel extensively.

"I know the geography of China, but I need the feel of China
to teach it better in my classes," Denney said.
Dailey, who says his strengths are business policy and
ethics,

hopes to introduce at Toyo the case met h o d of teaching, a

discussion technique unfamiliar to the lecture-oriented Japanese
student.

Another practice he would like to introduce is that of

using senior and graduate business students to work as
consultants for small businesses.
While in Japan, Dailey will do research on international
management with an eye to introducing a course at UM when he
returns.
But he said,

"I'm not making any predictions about that

m o re
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because we're very shorthanded here as it is."

Besides, he said,

"A lot depends on what happens with the regents' decision about
the semester system."
Weirather will probably teach in the special education area
of Kumamoto University's Department of Education.

However,

Kumamoto's medical school and psychology department may also
seek his expertise in communication sciences and disorders.
Going to Japan provides him the opportunity to pursue his
research, for which he needs access to other cultures and
languages.
"I have an interest in the universality of certain aspects
of language acquisition, so I have to look at various languages
to see how children acquire language across different cultures,"
he said.
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